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Cal Poly alumnus recognized for creation of
englneerlng lab

ril 13,2010
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By JohnhcCullough

Cal Poly alumnus Jon Monett recently received national recognition for creating and funding Cal Poly's
prosthetics lah.

Last March, Monett donated $500,000 ta the engineering department after learning ofthe department's desire
to increase the numhber of multidisciplinary projects available to engineering students while he was sermving
onthe dean's advizory board, The funding founded the Quality of Life+ (QL+) laboratory, the first ofthe QL+
arganization Manett founded with the praceeds from the sale of his ald campany, Telemus Solutions.

The lab allows Cal Poly engineering students to research and develop prosthetics and other assistive
devices for amputees injured while serving inthe U5, military, LS. intelligence and law enforcement
semices,

Monett, a resident of MclLean, Va., graduated Cal Paly in 1964 with a degree in industrial engineering.

"l remain extremely proud of receiving my industrial engineering degree from Cal Poly, consistently one of the
top engineering schools inthe LIS, if not the warld," Monett said. "Also, Cal Poly's College of Engineering
requires a senior project as a reguirement — not every university's engineering program requires a practical
application. Lastly, Cal Poly has afforded me the path to a successful career and a rewarding life. | have
reached the paintin my life where | want to give back — especially to those Ameticans whao are sening our
country.”

The QL+ lab offers Cal Poly students life lessons that can't be found in a textbook, such as understanding
how innovation can help a group of individuals, he added.

Manett, alang with Cal Poly engineering students, appearad in a video called "Improving Lives"that was sent
to memhbers of the United States Automohile Association (USAA). QL+ was one of two nonprofit organizations
featured in the video portion of the USAA Annual Report for "doing the right thing."

"Diaing the right thing is notthat easy to explain. | did not really think ahout creating an arganization focused
on 'doing the right thing," rather | wanted to set an example,” Monett said. "l wanted to show my appreciation
for the rmen and wormen whao, inthe course of serving their country, have heenwounded andior disahled. But |
alzowanted to create a unique practical emvironment for Cal Paly engineering students "

Biomedical engineering graduate student Mickolas Butlerwarks in the on-campus lab.

"Our sponsor, Jon Monett, opened the doors to go in any direction with our projects,” Butler said. "Sometimes
the need is for a specific person; sametimes it's for many people. Qurteam is daoing a prosthetic hand,
another group is doing a fwheelchair that goes of-road). We think we can design our hand for under §5,000."
Electrical engineering senior Sean Tolibas said the grants that allow the lab to run are important to Cal Poly
anginears,

"Our lahs are very expensive," Tolihas said. "In general, engineers use our private grant maney really well.
Because ofthe nature of our labs we can't function off of state money alone sowe have to utilize opportunities
like these "

Butler said he enjoys warking on this project, and while there currently isn't much work being done in the field
of prosthetics, he wishes to continue the work he hegan at Cal Poly.

"The most rewarding part for us is that our projects immediately improve the lives ofthe people that our
projects goto. e really do improve the quality of life for these peaple,” Butler said.
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